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At 33 years old, my education, life experiences and career commitment have given me 

the tools necessary to promote art through community engagement, while maintaining a 
business mindset in this digital age. Today’s museums are reinventing themselves, exploring 
ways to expand their outreach and engage their visitors. It is my intent to promote education, 
funding, community outreach and social justice within the fields of modern and contemporary 
art.  

While completing my undergraduate degree at the University of Milwaukee-Wisconsin, I 
chose to pair my Bachelor of Arts in Art History with a minor in business. I did this in order to give 
myself a more rounded perspective of the business of the art world. I worked various jobs during 
this time in order to provide myself the means to travel Europe, to study in Spain and to intern at 
the Milwaukee Art Museum in the curatorial department for Modern and Contemporary Art. It 
was through these deeply enriching opportunities that I found my passion for utilizing art and 
museums as a means for community connection and personal growth. 

 
While interning at the Milwaukee Art Museum, I had the opportunity to research, 

catalogue, and write text panels and publications on artists including Andy Warhol, Jean-Michel 
Basquiat, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Gilbert & George. One of my favorite exhibitions during this 
time was “Act/React”, a digital interactive exhibition guest curated by George Fifield. It was 
intriguing to see how well received this show was by the general public. The artists used digital 
means to bring people together and to create a community viewing experience. The physical 
dialogue between the viewers while engaging with the pieces was truly inspiring.  Complete 
strangers were encouraged to communicate and share unique experiences within the museum 
setting. The exhibit started my thinking about the digital world and the relationship of art 
museums and community engagement.  

 
My internship was led under two curators at the Milwaukee Art Museum whom have 

since been mentors to me in encouraging the advancement of my education and my career path. 
Joseph Ketner II, who was the Chief Curator at the Milwaukee Art Museum, is now the Foster 
Chair in Contemporary Art at Emerson College in Boston. John McKinnon was the Assistant 
Curator to Modern and Contemporary Art at the Milwaukee Art Museum. John is now the  
Executive Director at Elmhurst Art Museum. My time spent with both of these curators was 
invaluable. The experiences I gained under both of these professionals greatly enhanced my 
curatorial skill set.  

 
While interning at the museum, I concurrently volunteered with In:Site; a local 

organization that promotes temporary public art in Milwaukee County. With In:Site I was able to 
attend board meetings and gain a better understanding of what goes on behind the scenes 
regarding networking and legislation approval while promoting art within the community. The 
things I learned here taught me a great deal about the positive effects that public and street art 
can have on cross-cultural connections and community outreach. I began looking for ways to tie 
these ideas together within a museum setting while keeping practical business applications in 
mind. 



In September of 2016 I was accepted and enrolled in the Docent training program at the 
Milwaukee Art Museum. I graduated in June of 2017. I am now leading tours to the public in the 
museum’s collection as well as tours of the outdoor sculpture exhibition, Sculpture Milwaukee, 
located in downtown Milwaukee. In January of this year I also became the Independent Curator 
at AlphaBang!; a media-minded art space. I curated my first show in April titled “I AM MKE: 
Culture and Unity though Diversity”. My role as curator required me to write, design and execute 
all aspects of the exhibition. This included management of all volunteers, writing and editing all 
promotional materials as well as networking within the local artist and donor communities. In 
addition, I acquired and cared for all 83 pieces, prepared budgets, wrote and maintained intake 
contracts for all 17 artists and I managed the complete installation and take-down of the show. 
The “I AM MKE” exhibition allowed an extremely diverse group of local Milwaukee artists to 
express their varied messages in one venue. My social-media skills, marketing experience, and 
personal networking allowed our one-night event to be attended by over 300 guests resulting in 
the sale of $4,000 in artwork. In its previous three years and ten exhibitions combined, 
AlphaBang! had only sold a fraction of that amount. I want to continue to use my knowledge, 
skill set and voice to promote social justice and contemporary art while utilizing marketing, 
community connections and open dialogue.  
 

In looking to the future, my vision is to see that museums and galleries promote 
education for all ages and to find new and creative ways to increase funding. It is my intent to 
integrate all forms of modern and contemporary art within the museum and gallery setting. I aim 
to forge more of an interaction between these forms of art and our communities. Blurring the 
divide between highbrow and lowbrow art will allow for a wider reach into our communities and 
it will create a greater sense of equality. Through this merging, and by finding unity, we can 
encourage social justice while maintaining the Museum Code of Ethics. It is with my education 
and through my modern mindset, diverse background and long-term commitment that I will be 
an asset to our community and a strong contributor to both the academic and professional fields 
of Modern and Contemporary Art.  
 


